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Globalisation is a series of processes that have caused human activities to become more interconnected and interdependent across the world. The problems of the world have become more significant locally. Students need to acquire relevant knowledge, skills, and values to enable them to participate and act in shaping their preferred future for a more peaceful, equitable, just, and ecologically sustainable world.

This new and innovative programme is currently offered to Year 10 students as an alternative to the more traditional ‘topic-based’ Social Studies courses. Both approaches continue to have Inquiry and Awareness of Social Issues at the heart of their programmes. Te Ao Whanui provides students with the opportunity to be more autonomous in their choice of topics whilst still retaining the Inquiry and Awareness focus. Students in this programme learn through the Inquiry Learning process and apply their learning by making a positive contribution to a local issue and becoming active participants in Global Issues. 

The prime emphasis is on developing the sorts of skills and dispositions of thinking that active citizens of the future will need:

· Strengthening the capacity of young people as leaders and stakeholders

· Fostering cross-cultural dialogue and understanding

· Increasing awareness and involvement among youth in global issues

· Sustainability

· Action based learning using the Inquiry approach

	Programmes & Aims
	Teaching & Learning focus areas

	Taking IT Global

· A youth led social network for social good. 

· Students are active participants in addressing issues of concern locally, nationally, or internationally.

· Internet based with website support and online communication – blogs, wikis, podcasts, etc.

· Fosters cross-cultural dialogue and understanding.

· Action based learning using the Inquiry approach. 

· Includes topics such as Philosophy and Anthropology.


	· Inquiry Learning skills

· Contributing to the community

· Managing self – planning & completing. Taking Responsibility for your own learning

· Collaboration – working together

· Caring, critical & creative thinking

· Social issues – online support for students in another country

· Communicating for a purpose

· Using ITC

	Being part of Global communities

· This is part of the New Zealand Curriculum programme.

· Action based learning around what it means to be part of a local & global community.

· Students acquire relevant knowledge, skills, and values to enable them to participate and act in shaping their preferred future for a more peaceful, equitable, just, and ecologically sustainable world.

· A strong foundation is built for students interested in further study in areas such as Sustainable Architecture, Geography, Sociology, Philosophy, History, Horticulture, Science & Tourism. 
	· Links to Belonging and Participating in a Society. 

· 3 unit outlines – contexts and activities to use with students. Examples of teaching & learning strategies and approaches, contexts, and activities.

· Conflict & Human Rights

· Communication

· Uses & abuses of Technology

· Social change

· Identity

· Participation

· Responsibility


2010 activities include:

1. Identification of a local social issue and participation in being ‘part of the solution.’

2. Participation in an online international social network.

3. Penpal links via an interpreter with Burmese children living in a refugee camp in Thailand.

4. Telephone conference with Jace Hobbs, a ‘Champion’ for the Burmese children.

5. Development and ongoing maintence of a website, with blog facilities, which will inform students around the world of the learning and actions of our students.

6. Guest panel where our students will answer questions from students from other countries via live Video-Conference. 

7. Individual and small-group studies based on the Social Studies curriculum.

8. Preparation for an overseas trip to experience other cultures first-hand while also making a contribution to the places they visit – developing global confidence.

